
 

 

WOLFVILLE AND AREA INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

                   Wednesday, 14 November 2012, 7p.m. Manning Chapel  

 

1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by Penni Burrell. 

 

2. Present: Penni Burrell, Andy Pitter, Keith Churchill, Maurice Tugwell, Tim 

McFarland, Sandra Fyffe, Lorraine Street, Maggie Kenny, Gene Trites, 

Allison Trites, Sylvia and Ian Stuchbery. 

 

3. Regrets: Diana Shelley, David Garrett, Glen Donnellan, Marilyn VanBuskirk. 

 

4. Devotional: Because of a heavy cold, Maurice enlisted Keith’s help in reading 

a meditation on work from John O’Donohue’s book, To Bless the Space 

between Us. This was followed by a prayer from the book, A Forgiving Heart-

Prayers for Blessing and Reconciliation, ed. Lyn Klug. 

 

5. Minutes: The minutes of 10 October 2012 were duly approved (AAT/MT). 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report: (financial statement is attached) Maurice called attention 

to the donations for school supplies and the breakfast programme. Maggie 

suggested that Horton High School should have a larger grant than the 

elementary schools for the breakfast programme because of its size. Maurice 

suggested that some funds be left on reserve for possible future need. It was 

moved (KC/LS) and unanimously agreed that the fund be distributed as 

follows:   Horton -$1500; Wolfville -$1000; Gaspereau-$1000; Port Williams 

-$1000; Future Need- $500. Penni Burrell thanked Maggie Kenny for all her 

work and Maurice commended her excellent management, resulting in 

providing the school supplies under budget. The Treasurer`s Report was 

unanimously approved (MT/MK ) 

 

7. Business Arising:       

        

(a) Mental Health Update: Jennifer Smart is willing to make a 

presentation early in the New Year.    

(b) Concilio: Lorraine will follow up on the idea of a workshop to inform  

us about Prison Ministry. Lorraine expressed concern about the current 

position of chaplaincy budgets. The fulltime chaplaincy positions are 

safe for this fiscal year. Keith sent our letter of concern to the 

government minister (Vic Toews), our M.P., and all government 

opposition leaders. 
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(c) Death and Dying:  It was agreed that Sandra will contact Jennifer 

Longley to explore with ADC the possible availability of a student to 

work on this issue. 

 

8. Committee Reports: 

 

(a) Clergy: will meet tomorrow (Nov.15), when it is expected that plans 

will be made for: 

                    1) An ecumenical retreat in March, 2013. 

2) The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January, 2013. 

3) Evening ecumenical worship services on the fifth Sunday 

(March 31, June 30, September 29, December 29, 2013).       Tim 

reminded members that the annual Advent Service will be held in 

University Hall on December 2nd at 7.30 p.m. All offerings at this 

worship service go to WAICC.  Note: Tree lighting and hot chocolate 

will be available at the Irving Centre at 6.30 p.m. prior to worship. 

FYI - An AA group for women, The Sobrettes, has started at Acadia.     

Meetings are held in the chapel library on Monday evenings. For more 

information, call the Chaplain’s office 585-1203. 

(b) Food Bank Management: Gene reported that Food Bank use is up 2 

1/2 % nationally with an increase in clients who have jobs. There are 

880,000 users nationally. The increase in N.S. is almost twice the 

national average and children make up 38%. Dianne Swinamer reports 

that support in N.S. is consistently strong but not increasing. WAICC’s 

Food Bank is serving 145 families currently. Christmas Hamper Day is 

Thursday, Dec.20th and churches have now been informed of details. 

Maurice shared that food costs locally have risen between 7% and 10% 

this year. 

(c) Programme:  In the absence of a programme committee, there was no 

report. However, discussion showed an interest in exploring another 

public debate, perhaps on the topic of the Christian faith`s response to 

the current economy. WAICC is anxious for someone to take leadership 

in planning. Possible topics: “Does Jesus hate the wealthy?”;  “ Can a 

Christian be a capitalist?” 

(d) Habitat for Humanity- no report. 

(e) Friends of Jane: Jane continues to work hard with her studies in the 

Master`s programme. She has applied for the Co-op programme in 

Computer Science and is learning French. Prayer is requested for a 

positive outcome concerning her status in Canada beyond June 2014. 

(f) Youth Ministry: Sandra expressed appreciation for the collaborative 

efforts of Andy Webster and others for submitting the grant application  
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to the EKM Foundation. There is a supportive and enthusiastic group   

ready to embark on a pilot project for the youth of Wolfville. Decision 

regarding the all important grant from EKMF is expected by the end of 

November. Collaboration with the Town of Wolfville has been valuable. 

Similar involvement with Acadia is anticipated. Location is still being 

considered. 

 

9. New Business  

The WAICC Constitution - last revised in 2002, was read and discussed. It   

was agreed to accept Lorraine`s offer to study the current document and bring 

recommendations for updates to the Council. Sylvia offered to assist. 

 

10. Chair`s Comments:  See attachment from Penni 

 

11. .   News of the Churches: 

 

a) Port Williams Baptist:  1) Household goods and furniture will be collected 

at the church for Open Arms Ministry, Saturday, Nov.17th .2) Soup and chowder 

lunches resume on Wednesday, Nov.21st ($8.00). 3) The pastor, David Ogilvie, 

is leading a 7 week workshop beginning Nov.19th at 7p.m. in the church. Square 

One is for those seeking a meaningful faith to live by. 

b) St. Andrews United:  Christmas Tea, 2-4p.m., Saturday, Nov.17th. Proceeds 

are for the Food Bank. 

c) St. John’s Anglican Church, Wolfville: Christmas coffee morning, 10-12 

noon, Saturday, Nov.24th at the church. 

d) Wolfville Baptist: Christmas Tea, Saturday, December 8th, 2-4 p.m. 

 

Adjournment:  Moved and unanimously accepted. 

 

Benediction:  given by Ian Stuchbery. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gene Trites and Diana Shelley 

Secretaries 

 

                        Next Meeting Date:  Wednesday, 9th January 2013 

at 7:00 pm in Manning in Manning chapel Library 

Please note no meeting in December 

 

   Devotions:  Margaret Burton 



 

 

 


